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SUBJECT: ANDERSON COLUMN ON SHAH 

1 . JUNE 10 WASHINGTON POST CARRIES JACK ANDERSON COLUMN 
"SHAH LINK TO NIXON CAMPAIGN HINTED". FULL TEXT FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE. FOR SIX MONTHS, WE HAVE BEEN INVESTIGATING THE 
STRANGE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PRESIDENT NIXON AND THE SHAH 
OF IRAN. THERE HAVE BEEN WHISPERS, ALL VEHEMENTLY DENIED, 

THAT THE SHAH FUNNELED MONEY INTO THE NIXON CAMPAIGN BY 
WAY OF MEXICO. 

OUR INQUIRIES, INCLUDING OVERSEAS CALLS TO TEHRAN, GENEVA, 
BONN, MEXICO CITY AND OTHER FARAWAY PLACES, HAVE GOT THE 
IRANIANS IN A DITHER. 

SUDDENLY, WE FOUND IRANIAN OFFICIALS WERE EXPECTING OUR 
CALLS, BEFORE WE MADE THEM. THEN THE DISTINGUISHED AND 
DECENT FORMER SECRETARY OF STATE, WILLIAM ROGERS, TELEPHONED 
US IN THE SHAH'S BEHALF. 

HE CAUTIONED US KINDLY THAT WE WERE CHASING WILD RUMORS. HE 
CALLED BACK TWICE, WITH MORE CATEGORICAL DENIALS. THEN HIS 
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LAW FIRM FOLLOWED UP WITH A TELEGRAM TO UNITED FEATURE, 
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WHICH DISTRIBUTES OUR COLUMN. 

THE STORY WE WERE INVESTIGATING WAS "IMPLAUSIBLE AND TOTALLY 
UNCLASSIFIED 

BASELESS..." THE TELEGRAM CHARGED. "WE STRONGLY URGE THAT 
THIS STORY NOT BE PUBLISHED." 

WE CAN HARDLY RESIST PUBLISHING A STORY THAT THE SHAH IS 
SO ANXIOUS TO SUPPRESS. IT ALL STARTED SIX MONTHS AGO 
WHEN A FORMER HIGH IRANIAN OFFICIAL CAME TO US WITH THE 
ALLEGATION THAT THE SHAH HAD ROUTED HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS 
OF DOLLARS TO THE NIXON CAMPAIGN. 

THE SOURCE ADMITTED HE HAD TURNED AGAINST THE SHAH. HIS 
INFORMATION, THEREFORE, MUST BE REGARDED WITH SKEPTICISM. 

THE IRANIAN EMBASSY FLATLY DENIED THE STORY; THE WHITE 
HOUSE DENIED IT; BILL ROGERS DENIED IT. AND WE CERTAINLY 
CAN'T PROVE IT. 

BUT WE HAVE UNCOVERED SOME CURIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES THAT ARE 
WORTH RELATING. FIRST, WE CONTACTED ANOTHER PROMINENT 
IRANIAN WHO, QUITE INDEPENDENTLY, TOLD US THE SAME STORY. 

THE MONEY HAD BEEN ROUTED, HE SAID, THROUGH MEXICO. BUT 
HE, TOO, ADMITTED HE WAS OPPOSED TO THE SHAH. 

THEN WE LEARNED FROM SWISS BANKING SOURCES THAT THE SHAH 
HAD TRANSFERRED MORE THAN DOES ONE MILLION FROM HIS 
PERSONAL, NUMBERED ACCOUNTS IN THE SCHWEIZERISCHE BANK 
GESELLSCHAFT TO THE BANCO DE LONDRES Y MEXICO IN MEXICO 
CITY. 

IT ALSO STRUCK US AS AN INTERESTING COINCIDENCE THAT OTHER 
NIXON CAMPAIGN MONEY HAD BEEN LAUNDERED THROUGH A MEXICAN 
BANK. WHEN THE FBI BEGAN TO CHECK INTO THIS, IT SEEMED TO 
UPSET THE WHITE HOUSE MORE THAN ANY OTHER PHASE OF THE 
WATERGATE INVESTIGATION. 

THE PRESIDENT'S TWO MOST TRUSTED AIDES, H.R. HALDEMAN AND 
JOHN ERLICHMAN, TRIED TO USE THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 
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AGENCY TO HEAD OFF THE FBI. CIA DIRECTOR RICHARD HELMS 
AND HIS DEPUTY, LT. GEN. VERNON WALTERS, WERE SUMMONED TO 
THE WHITE HOUSE. THEY WERE INSTRUCTED TO INFORM THE FBI 
THAT THE MEXICAN PROBE WAS INTERFERING WITH THE CIA'S 
OPERATIONS. 

NOT LONG AFTERWARDS, HELMS WAS SUDDENLY NAMED AMBASSADOR 
TO IRAN. YET HIS PREDECESSOR IN TEHERAN, JOSEPH FARLAND, 
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HAD SCARCELY SETTLED DOWN IN THE JOB. CLEARLY, THE 
PRESIDENT WASN'T DISPLEASED WITH EARLAND'S PEREORMANCE. 

EOR THE PRESIDENT TRIED TO PLACATE HIM BY OFEERING HIM HIS 
CHOICE OE EOUR OTHER AMBASSADORSHIPS. 

ALTHOUGH EARLAND REEUSED TO SPEAK TO US EOR THE RECORD, 
SOURCES CLOSE TO HIM TOLD US HE WAS "GREATLY AMAZED" AND 
"GRIEE-STRICKEN" AT BEING REMOVED. HE NOT ONLY EELT IT 
MIGHT BE MISINTERPRETED AS A BLOT ON HIS CAREER BUT HE WAS 
BEGINNING TO ENJOY THE NEW ASSIGNMENT. HIS DEPARTURE WAS 
SO 'EMOTIONAL," SAID OUR SOURCES, THAT HE WAS MOVED TO 
TEARS. 

WHY WAS THE WHITE HOUSE SO CONCERNED ABOUT THE EBI INVESTI- 
GATION OE CASH LAUNDERING IN MEXICO CITY? IN LIGHT OE THE 
OTHER WATERGATE REVELATIONS, THIS WOULD SEEM TO BE A 
EAIRLY INSIGNIFICANT DETAIL. AND WHY DID HELMS AGREE TO 
TELL THE EBI THAT THE MEXICAN INVESTIGATION COULD 
JEOPARDIZE A CIA OPERATION? 

WE CHECKED WITH WATERGATE INVESTIGATORS WHO SAID THEY HAD 
DETECTED NO TRACE OF IRANIAN MONEY IN THEIR PROBE OE THE 
MEXICAN CONNECTION. BUT THEY HAD PICKED UP HINTS THAT 
SOMETHING IS STILL LURKING IN THE BACKGROUND WHICH HAS YET 
TO BE REVEALED. "IT IS ALL VERY MYSTERIOUS," SAID ONE 
SENATE INVESTIGATOR. 

NONE OE THIS PROVES, OE COURSE, THAT THE SHAH'S MONEY EVER 
REACHED THE NIXON CAMPAIGN. BUT THE INTRIGUING RELATION- 
SHIP BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND THE SHAH DESERVES CLOSER 
EXAMINATION. 

EOOTNOTE: AS ANOTHER PIECE OE THE PUZZLE, THE SHAH 
ANNOUNCED LAST JULY 25 AFTER CONEERRING WITH THE PRESIDENT 
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AT THE WHITE HOUSE THAT IRAN HAD STRUCK AN OIL DEAL WITH 
ASHLAND OIL. ASHLAND'S PRESIDENT, ORIN ATKINS, HAS CON- 
EESSED THAT HIS FIRM ILLEGALLY CONTRIBUTED DOES 100,000 
IN CORPORATE EUNDS TO THE NIXON CAMPAIGN. 

SPOKESMEN FOR BOTH THE WHITE HOUSE AND THE OIL COMPANY DENY 
REPORTS THAT THE PRESIDENT PERSONALLY PUT ATKINS AND THE 
SHAH TOGETHER AT BLAIR HOUSE, WHERE VISITING DIGNITARIES 
ARE QUARTERED. THE ASHLAND SPOKESMAN TOLD MY ASSOCIATE 
JOE SPEAR ONLY THAT ATKINS WAS IN WASHINGTON DURING THE 
SHAH'S VISIT. UNQUOTE. 

2. IE ASKED, DEPARTMENT WILL SAY THIS STORY IS HIGHLY 
SPECULATIVE BY THE AUTHOR'S OWN REPEATED ADMISSION. WE DO 
NOT COMMENT ON SUCH STORIES. SISCO 
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